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creatures ? Of the man who, so far from seeking great
reward, stands aside that others may receive it, who shows
an obstinacy not in ambition but in modesty, who again and
again sacrifices his own interests, political, professional,
physical, financial, to a cause in which he need never have
involved himself, but to which he has given his word, who
never asked the humblest of his followers to do the thing
which he would not do himself? Such surely would be the
disinterested man. This is a man whose public and private
actions proceed alike from the same principles and directly
bespeak his character. Such a man must also be the most
interesting study to the historian and the psychologist.
For self-interest is a dull and gross thing, once discovered ;
it is sensual, and shared by man in common with the beasts;
but it is the man who acts without self-interest whose actions,
whether wise or no, are most interesting, because they are
derived from that which after all most clearly distinguishes
humanity from other creatures, the voice of conscience ;
and in estimating them we are face to face with what is
most divine in man. A cynical contemporary world will
question the existence of such a person still walking among
them ; and, indeed, the burden of proof lies upon his
biographer. But his task is at least a positive and a direct
one ; that of proof rather than scepticism, of narrative
rather than of scrutiny.
Edward Carson's place in Irish history is already assured.
A Southern Irishman, he is the founder of Northern Ireland
as a political unit. Yet the foundation of Northern Ireland
was not the object for which he fought: it represents a
compromise after a long and grim struggle, but it was a
compromise which never could have been made without
the devotion, the courage, and the judgment of Edward
Carson. The Northern Parliament can really be said to be
his personal achievement and monument. The work which,
despite an incurable modesty and diffidence, he did for
England at the greatest crisis of her history is less well known
and little appreciated except by those who saw Carson in
action as Leader of the Opposition in the fateful year